
KS3 Curriculum map for Geography 

Year 7 

Learning Rationale 

In Year 7 Geography lessons, our aim is to engage and inspire students into the “What is 

Geography”. We want students to develop enquiring minds that can reason with ideas to 

make decisions and judgements.  Geography is delivered in many varying ways prior to 

coming into the Sandon School. To bridge the gap, we begin with defining what Geography 

is and then focusing on important key skills that will be needed through their journey at 

Sandon.  We want pupils to have a keen sense of place from the local to global level. After 

this, students move into specific topics that cover human, physical and environmental 

content. Pupils will have to be able to locate places, case studies and landforms. They will 

be able to explain processes and use specific geographical terminology in topics such as hot 

desert environments. Students will be able to link the theory of geography to real world 

events and see the connections between human and physical geography.  Each unit will 

pose discussions and ask students to make justified decisions and opinions.  

Topic summary 

Year 
7 

Curriculum map Cross 
curricular 
links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

 
Term 
1 
 
 
 
 

What are the Essential Map Skills?  
What are the different types of Geography? What 
are the different ways of locating yourself on map? 
How do you show height on a map? What is 
longitude and altitude? Where are the Continents 
and oceans? What’s my place in the world? How 
do I use an atlas? 
 
Population  
Knowledge: 
What factors determine population size?  
What determines a location of cities and 
population? What are the movements and patterns 
of where people live and the difference between 
rich and poor? 
What limits the population size? How can a country 
cope with overpopulation? 
How is migration good for a country? 
 
Key Skills: 
Graph analysis, map analysis, comparative skills, 
conclusive writing 

 
 
 
Mathematics  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Science  
 
RE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
GCSE and A 
level 
Geography – 
sense of 
places 
 
(KS3, 4 and 5) 
 
GCSE skills – 
Paper 1, 2 and 
3 
 
 
Year  7 
Ecosystems   
Year 8 
Development  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Term 
2 
 
 
 
 

Knowledge: 
Ecosystems 
What is the Nature and characteristics of the TRF 
and hot Deserts? How do human use different 
biomes? What are the conservations strategies in 
different biomes? How have Animals and plant 
adapted to the rainforest and desert, how are 
humans’ impact and opportunities that exist within 

 
 
Science 
 
Mathematics 

 
Year 13 – 
Water and 
carbon Cycle 
 
Year 11 – 
Atmosphere 
 



each biome and the decision to exploit of protect 
the biome? 
 
Key Skills: 
Map work, analytical skills, graph analysis, 
comparative and conclusive skills 

Year 10 – 
GCSE unit. 
The Living 
World 
Year 9 – 
Climate 
Change 
 

 
Term 
3 
 
 
 
 

 
Knowledge: 
Weather / Climate and Climate Change  
Knowledge: 
What determines the weather, rainfall heat and 
cold? Rainfall types, air masses, Extreme weather 
in the UK and comparing tropical storms US and 
Asia. How is the climate changing, Human and 
physical causes of climate change, different 
methods to predict climate change and evidence? 
 
Key Skills: 
Map skills. Numeracy skills, comparison and 
analytical 
 

 
 
Science 
 
Mathematics 

 
Year 13 - 
Population and 
Environment,  
 
Year 11- 
Climate 
Hazards 
 
Year 10 – The 
Living World 
 
Year 9- 
Environmental 
Concerns. 

 

Assessment process 

• Students will be assessed approximately once a half term. This will be marked by the 

classroom teacher. Every assessment has a clear mastery descriptor to support the 

student in understanding their next steps.  

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons.  

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback.  

Resources used in school 

• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

• Visit the Atlas Centre for geography related books  

Advice to support home learning 

• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain 

what they have learnt in lessons.  

• Take your child to places of geographical interest. E.g., Lake District, Cornwall, The 

Olympic Village, Stratford (see List attached at the bottom) 

• Seek support from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy.  

• Reading / watch / places to visit lists available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS3 Curriculum map for Geography  

Year 8 

Learning Rationale 

In year 8 the aim is to build upon the skills and knowledge obtained in year 7. Units focus on 

global issues such as TNCs and whether globalisation is a good thing or not. In examining 

coasts students get the opportunity to view the UK landscape, explain landforms and see the 

need for coastal protection from sea level rise and erosion. In this unit OS map skills are 

revisited and embedded further. Pupils will look at the concept of conflicts, and how many 

geographical issues are creating conflicts, this is looked at nationally in the UK as well as 

internationally, we look at current issues, as well as foresee future issues that result in the 

clanging political and environmental issues that are causing tension in our world.  

Topic summary 

Year 
8 

Curriculum map Cross 
curricular 
links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

 
Term 
1 
 
 
 
 

 
 Development  
Development indicators, reasons for 
development, case studies, what is being done 
to combat poverty in LICs. Methods to improve 
the area, e.g.: increase jobs, traffic and health 
care as well as industrial development, the role 
of TNC’s, and issues caused by Globalisation. 
We will also look in depth at the City of 
Mumbai, looking at what it is like to live there, 
the issues that Mumbai is facing, and the 
attempts that are being made to better the city 
and develop the poorest parts.  
 
Key Skills: 
Graph analysis, map analysis, comparative 
skills, conclusive writing  
 

 
 
Science 
 
 
RE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 7 
Population.  
Year 8 – 
Physical 
Geography  
 
Year 8 – 
Conflict  
 
Year 9 –  
Tectonics  
 
 
Year 12/13 – 
Changing 
Places, Global 
Systems  
 
Year 11 – 
Changing 
Economic 
World 

 
Term 
2 
 
 
 
 

 
Knowledge: 
Physical geography  
River processes and landforms. As well as the 
effects of flooding on rural and urban areas, 
methods to prevent flooding. 
 
Coastal processes and landforms, methods to 
protect the coast and flooding case studies. 
And methods to protect the coastline from 
erosion.  
 
Key Skills: 
Diagrams, process, vocab, risk management.  
Mapping  

 
Science  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 12 - 
Coastal 
systems  
 
Year 10 – UK 
coastal /Fluvial 
landscapes 
 
Year 7- map 
skills 
 
 
  



 

 
Term 
3 
 
 
 
 

How does Geography effect conflict?  
Knowledge: 
What causes a conflict within a country or 
between countries, impact of conflict on people, 
the economy and the environment. Impacts of 
conflict on development. How conflict and 
regimes can affect people and social groups.  
We will look at conflict on a national and 
international scale. Looking at the changing 
world events and issues that we are facing.  
 
Key Skills: 
 
Map skills, GIS, role of development, 
comparison. Description and conclusive skills. 

 
History 
 
 
Science  
 

Year 12/13 – 
Changing 
Places, Global 
Systems  
 
Year 11 – 
Changing 
Economic 
World 
 
Year 8 – 
Conflict  
 

Assessment process 

• Students will be assessed approximately once a half term. This will be marked by the 

classroom teacher. Every assessment has a clear mastery descriptor to support the 

student in understanding their next steps.  

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons.  

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback.  

Resources used in school 

• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

• Visit the Atlas Centre for geography related books  

Advice to support home learning 

• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain 

what they have learnt in lessons.  

• Take your child to places of geographical interest. E.g., Swanage Bay, Natural 

History Museum, Science Museum. 

• Seek support from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy.  

• Reading / watch / places to visit lists available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS3 Curriculum map for Geography 

Year 9 

Learning Rationale 

Year 9 Geography begins with looking at the geological history of the world, the earth’s 

structure and how scientists think the lithosphere moves. Students will explain the processes 

that move the giant plates, create destructive and constructive boundaries along with 

volcanoes, mountains, and deep-sea trenches. Students will investigate the causes of 

volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and investigate the magnitude and range of impacts. After 

this, Students will look at the important environmental concerns that the world is facing, 

looking at the issues of climate change, ocean plastic, oils spills and other devastating 

issues that are facing the planet, we will look at what is being done to repair the damage, as 

well as what we can do to be good global citizens to minimise our own impact on the planet.  

Finally pupils will look at the importance of the world essential resources, what accounts for 

a surplus and deficit of resources and how it effects the people and the planet. We look at 

how the population is trying to minimise there use and alternatives methods of energy 

production and water use in an ever-changing world.  

Topic summary 

Year 
9 

Curriculum map Cross 
curricular 
links 

Progression 
links to future 
years 

 
Term 
1 
 
 
 
 

Tectonics 

Structure of the earth, how the tectonic plates 

move, different plate margins, what causes an 

earthquake, 2 earthquake case studies, how 

people protect themselves in an earthquake, 

Tsunamis and a case study.   the structure of a 

volcano, 2 major volcanic eruptions, the 

dangers of a super volcano.  

 

 

Key Skills: 

Map skills, GIS, role of development, 

comparison. Description and conclusive skills. 

 
 

 
 
Science  
 
Mathematics 

 
Year 12 – 
Hazards 
 
Year 11- 
Natural 
Hazards 

 
Term 
2 
 
 
 
 

 
Knowledge: 
Environmental Concerns 
What are the impacts that population and 
development is having on the environment? 
What examples are there where humans have 
Impacted on the environment? what happened 
in the Aral Sea, how is development effecting 
the Niger Delta? Would we be worried about 
global Warming / Greenhouse effect? Is the 
Melting of the permafrost a big concern? 
 
Key Skills: Decision making, graph / picture 
analysis, assessing conclusive writing. Map 
reading, numerical skills 
 

 
 
History 
 
Economics 
 
Mathematics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 13 – 
Water and 
Carbon cycle  
 
 
Year 11 – 
Hazards 
Climate 
 
  



 
Term 
3 
 
 
 
 

 
Knowledge: 
Resource management  
Knowledge: 
3 essential resources, challenges of water 
energy and food, dwindling energy supply. 
Causes of food deficit and surplus. 
How we are increasing crop yield, as well as 
how humans are beginning to move into a 
more sustainable future. As well as methods to 
adapt or mitigate against environmental 
damage: Alternative energy production.    
 
Key Skills: 
Graph analysis, map analysis, comparative 
skills, conclusive writing  
Key Skills: Decision making, graph / picture 
analysis, assessing conclusive writing. Map 
reading, numerical skills 

 
 
Science 
 
Mathematics 

 
Year 12/13 – 
Coastal 
systems, 
Water and 
Carbon cycle, 
Global 
systems and 
governance  
 
 
Year 11 – Our 
Essential 
Resources 

 

Assessment process 

• Students will be assessed approximately once a half term. This will be marked by the 

classroom teacher. Every assessment has a clear mastery descriptor to support the 

student in understanding their next steps.  

• Students will receive regular verbal feedback in their lessons.  

• Self-assessment and peer-assessment will also take place 

• Exemplar materials will be used to support feedback.  

Resources used in school 

• Textbooks 

• Teacher created resources 

Advice to support home learning 

• Speak to your child about their learning and encourage them to describe and explain 

what they have learnt in lessons.  

• Take your child to places of geographical interest. E.g., Swanage Bay, Natural 

History Museum, Science Museum. 

• Seek support from BBC Bitesize, Seneca Learning, Oak National Academy.  

 


